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BURTON OVERY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD – Wednesday 24th October at 7.30pm

Present : Cllr Carolyn Carson (Chair)
Cllr Mark Firth (Vice Chair)
Cllr Fran Brown
Cllr Sarah Rankine

The Clerk

1. Apologies – None

2. Questions from members of the public – None

3. Declarations of interest – None

4. Approval of Minutes 19th September – Approved and signed.

5. Matters arising not on the agenda
a. Egerton Cottage – It was reported that the executors had been contacted and

their concerns were noted. It was agreed that whilst the parish council would not take any
further action, any future planning applications would be considered in the light of the
Neighbourhood Plan and any impact in this part of the conservation area. Cllr Brown to
respond to the executors.

b. Highways – It was reported that photographs of damaged areas of roads and
kerbing within the village had been submitted to LCC Highways. It was agreed that what
was really needed was a review of the whole village. Cllr Rankine to follow up.

c. Neighbourhood Plan – It was noted that the Burton Overy NDP passed
successfully through HDC Executive Committee and was approved to proceed to
referendum on 10th January 2019. All of the Examiners modifications were approved.
Cllr Firth to organise necessary amendments for submission to HDC by 25th November.

6. Leicestershire Strategic Plan proposed A46 Expressway – It was agreed that
the appropriate time to consider support was when the proposed location was clearer and
this matter would be reviewed then. Cllr Carson to respond to SELAG.

7. Planning – to consider Ref. No. 18/01082/REM – Land off Oaks Road –
Concern was expressed over the negative impact on the surrounding countryside of the
proposals to raise the ground level housing, reduce the screening planting and to use the
Burton Brook for drainage. Cllr Carson to draft response.

8. Planning decisions – Noted.
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9. Finances

a. Payments of £100.55 (dog waste collection), £375 (asset maintenance), £40
(councillor training), £18.60 & £36.00 (printing) were agreed.

b. Direct debit payment of £17.39 (broadband), £238.33 (clerk’s salary) & £74.47
(street light electricity) noted and initialled.

c. Quarterly Bank Reconciliation – Approved and signed.
d. Half year Budget Report – Noted
e. WW1 Remembrance Day Commemoration Event – Cllr Carson reported on

arrangements made for this event. It was noted that sausages had been donated by The
Bell in return for a donation to the British Legion. A 50p donation per hot dog would be
suggested. It was resolved that a donation of up to £150 should be made to cover the
modest additional costs for this village commemoration event.

f. Street lights
i. The revised 5 year repayment costs for LED conversion was received. It

was noted that OPUS had now confirmed that Business to Business contracts could not
be cancelled. The contract would end on 23.4.19, provided at least 30 days’ notice was
given.

ii. It was agreed that LCC should provide energy and maintenance from
April 2019. The SLA agreement was approved. Clerk to confirm whether it should be the
Chairman or Clerk who sign the agreement. It was agreed that the document could be
signed, as appropriate, between meetings.

iii. It was noted that it had been confirmed that "the government intends to
defer the setting of referendum principles (capping) for town and parish councils for three
years" and it was subsequently resolved that the precept should be raised for 2019-20 to
enable LCC to undertake the LED conversion work. The council would ask for the work to
be undertaken to coincide with the ending of the OPUS contract. Clerk to confirm whether
it should be the Chairman or Clerk who sign the agreement. It was agreed that the
document could be signed, as appropriate, between meetings.
It was noted that one street light was on the outside of a building, 1 Main Street. In order
to change this lantern to a new LED lantern, permission of the property owner to amend
the fixing to the property would be necessary. Clerk to action.

g. Defibrillator – It was noted that the defibrillator had been taken out twice but
had not yet been used. It had become apparent that there was still a degree of
misunderstanding about appropriate action in an emergency and a refresher training
evening was planned for 22nd November. Printing costs to advertise the event were
agreed.
It was noted that defibrillator signs had been placed in The Bell, on the notice board and
at the front and side of the village hall, that it was unlocked and available at all times.

10. Oak sapling donation – The Clerk reported that Pauline Wells had kindly offered
an oak sapling to the council, wondering whether it might form part of the village
commemoration of the 100th anniversary of the end of the first world war and/or of
woman’s suffrage.
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It was agreed that an appropriate place for this sapling might be the Village Land field in
the centre of the village, on the corner of Main Street and Back Lane, where a tree had
been taken down. Clerk to respond to Pauline Wells and contact Village Land.

11. Annual Asset Check – It was agreed that Cllr Fletcher should undertake the
annual check and report to the November meeting. Clerk to forward list. Cllr Brown to
contact Highways regarding refilling of empty grit bins.

12. Training and seminars – Cllr Rankine reported on Councillor training recently
attended.

13. Correspondence for information – Summary of NPPF update September 2018
The requirement to review Neighbourhood Plans at least every 5 years was noted. Cllr
Firth to enquire whether grants were available for consultancy support for this task.

14. Correspondence for discussion – Stakeholder engagement on Unitary
Options
Concern was expressed over centralisation of planning matters and the loss thereby of
local expertise. It was agreed that a response would be reconsidered when more was
known.

15. Items for the next agenda – Draft budget, Neighbourhood Plan, & asset
maintenance.

Date of next meeting - It was agreed that the meeting date would be brought forward to
Monday 19th November at 7.30pm.

The meeting finished at 8.25pm

Signed Date

_______________________                                      _______________

Members of the public are invited to all Parish Council meetings


